from London where an active group of Polish exiles 53
had gathered. The frontiers were closely guarded, with
an army of officials and gendarmes and customs men and
spies, but it was possible, they learned, to get things
smuggled through—not only party publications, but
cigars and cloth and all kinds of manufactured articles;
smuggling was a regular occupation.
Pilsudski planned and set in motion a whole system
of importing and distributing bibula (bi-bou'-wah), the
P. P. S. slang term for any uncensored book and pamph-
let. One member gave up a promising career in engi-
neering and took a job as customs inspector. Another
worked in a frontier factory. A third and a fourth were
sent to live in that neighborhood. Soon smuggling and
distributing were going on fairly successfully.
But to Comrade Witkor it was not satisfactory for
long. Books and pamphlets from abroad came late.
What was supposed to be news was never fresh. It was
generally too international and not sufficiently local.
Conditions at the frontiers were constantly changing so
that it was too much to expect a systematic supply of
Ubula for very long. There was only one solution—to
print what they wanted in Poland.
The P.P.S. should have its own organ—a newspaper
they would call Robotnik (The Worker), printed and cir-
culated in secret. The party must finance it, for it would
take the place of speakers and agitators, preparing the
way for organizers, Frequent government persecutions
took away individuals and these gaps must be filled with
new workers—an easier task if the views of the party had
been popularized to the maximum. The P.P.S. congress
adopted the plan and named a committee to share the
editorial work. Pilsudski was given charge of the actual
printing. Before long several of the committee were
arrested and he was left to carry on the paper, with one
assistant.

